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Thi Tragedie of IQng Lean 


Car, Nothing* 

Lear. Nothing will comeofnothing^fpeake sgaine. 
Cor. Viihappie chat I air^l cannot hcaue 
My heart into my month, I loueyour Maicfty 
According to my bond^no more nor ieffe. 

Lear. How^how £irrffAd?Mend your lpcecfa alktie, 
Lcaft you may tmtrc your Fortunes* 

Cor. Good my Lord, 
You haue begot me^bred mcjlou'd me, 
I recurne thofe duties backe as avcright fir> 
Obey you,LoueyoUjand moft Honour you. 
Why haue my Sifters Husbands^f they fay 
TUey lone you alt ? Happily when I (hall wed, 
That Lord jwhofe hand muft take my pligbt^ftull carry 
H^lfe my lone with him, halfe my Care a and Dutie, 
Sure Ifballncuermarry like my Sifters. 
Lear* But goes thy heart with this f 
Cor* I my good Lord. 
Lear. So young, and fo vntender ? 
C&r* So young my Lord, and true* 
Lear. Let it be fo,thy truth then be thy dowre: 
For by the ftcred radience of the Sunne, 
The miferiesof Heccatmd the night. - 
By all the operation of the 0,bes f 
From whom we do ex 1 ft, and ceafe to be, 
Heere I difclaime all my Paternall care, 
Propinquity and property of blood* 
And as a ttranger to my heart and mc, 
Hold thee from this for euer. The barbarous Scjthim^ 
Or he that makes his generation mcfles 
To gorge hi* appctitejfliall to my bofomc 
Be a* well neighbour'd^pitticdjand relceu'd, 
As thou my fometimc Daughter, 
Kent. Good my Liege, 
Lear. Peace Aw? j 
Come npt bet weene the Dragon and his wrath, 
I lou'd her moft s and thought so iet my reft 
Oa her kind nurfcry . Hence and avoid my fight ; 
So be my graaemy peace, a* here I giue 
Her Fat hers heart horn her ; call prance y vil\o ftirres f 
Call Itttrgmdpiforntpalimd Albame^ 
With my two Daughters Dowrcs,digeft the third, 
Let pnde,which fhe cals pUinnefle»marry her ; 
I doe kincft you ioyntly with my power, 
Prcheminence,and all the large effects 
That troopc with Maiefty Oar fdfe by Monthly courfe, 
With refcruation of an hundred Knights, 
By you to befuftain*d 5 fhall our abode 
Make with you by due curnc^onely we fhall retains 
The name, and all th addition to a King ; the Sway, 
Rcucnnew Execution of^he reft, 
Beloued Soanes be yours ? which to confirme, 
This Coronet part betwecne you. 

Kent , Royail £c^r, 
Wfrftni I haue Qtier honoj'd as my Klttg f 
Lou'd 35 my Fath^as.my M after followed, 
As my great Patron thought on in my praiers* 

Lc. The bow is bent & drawne, make from the Qjaft a 
f K*t7t 4 Let it fall mhcTjthoiigh the forke inuade 
The region of my hcart,be iGwf vnmanncrly ? 
When Liar is mad , what wquideft thou do old man? 
Think'ft dipu tha it dutic {hail haue dread to fpeake, 
When f$WS\ to (htterybowes ?; 
To phonetic honours bound, 
When Maicfty falls to fo 1 1 y, refer ue thy ftat^ 
Andmtfrybcftconfiderationchcckc : 


This hideous xaft neffe,anfw«e my lifc~m^r^- 
Thy yongeft Daughter do's not loue th^Lft CJU 
Nor are thofe empty hearttd,whoft Io w f 0Un 1 
Reucrbe do hollowneffe, 

Lear, Kent^ou thy life no more, 

Ktttt. My life 1 ncuer held but as pawne 
Towage againft thiae enemie^nere fearc toloefc- 
Thy fafety being motiue. 

Lear. Out of my fight, 

Kent. See better Z^and let me ftill remain 
The true blanke ofthine cie. 

Kear, Nowby^ff/fo^ 

Lent. Now by ^^King 
Thou i wear,ft thv Gods in vaine, 

Lear, O Vaffall \ Mrfcreant. 

Alb m Cor, DearcSir forbearc* 

Kent. Kill thy Phyfition,and thy fcebtfloy* 
Vpon the foule difeafe^euoke rhy gujft. 
Or w hil ft I can vent clamour from my throatc 
He teli thee thou doft euilh 

Lt4. Heare me recreant ,on thine allegeance hcare m 
That thou haft fought to make vs breakeourvowe s * 
Which we jdurftneuer yet; and with ilram'd pride ■ 
To come betwixt our feiucuces^and our power, * 
Whkb f nor our nature t nor oar place can bearc* 
Our potende made good.takc thy reward, 
Fiue dayes we do allot thee for prouifion 
To (h'icld thee from difafier* ofthe world, 
And on the fijtt toturne thy hated backe 
Vpon our kin^domei tf on the tenth day following, 
I- ThybatiiflK tiunke be found in our Dominions 
' The moment is thy df&th,away. Bj-Ajp/f^ 
This fihallnoc be reuok'd, 

Kent. Fare thee well King,fith thus thou wittappcare 
Frccdomehues hence,and bamftimcnt ishrre; 
The Gods to their decrefhelter take thee Maid, 
That iuftly thi nk 'ti 7 md haft mcft righily faid : 
And your large fpceches,may your deeds approue, 
Tnat Hood effedts may fpnng from words ofloue; 
Thos Kent^O Princes,bids you all adew> 
Hcc'i fliape hi* old courfe, in a Country new* EkiU 

Ffonrifbt Sitter Qlofier with Frmce^nd Bht- 
gtin&y .Jititn&mti* 

Cor. Heere'a France and Brngmdj jmy Noble Lord, 
L?ar, My Lord Q?B?t?findje m 
We firftaddrefte toward you^whn with this King 
Hath riuald for our Ebn^hr-r j what in the Itaii 
Will you require in [ffeictn Dower with her^ 
Or ceafeyour quell of Loue? 

2rtr- Moft Royail Maicfly, 
I craueno more then hath your Highneffeoffer'd, 
Nor will you tender lefle? 

Lettr. Right Nob le'B&rgUtfdj, 
When fhe was deare to vs^we did hold her fo, 
But now her price is falkn : Sirjtherr/hcftands, 
If ought within that little feeming fubftance, 
Oraiiofitwithour difpleafurepjec*d f 
And nothing more may fitly like your Grace* 
Sheets thcre,and fhe is yours, 

*Bur* Iknownoanfwer* 

Lt*r* . Will you with thofe infirmities flie owes, 
Vnfriendcd^new adopted to our ha te, 
Dow Yd with our curle,and ftr anger 'd witb oat ^ 
Take her Ofjeaue her. 
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gur. Pardon meRoyaU Sir, 
clcition makes not vp in fuch conditions. 

Then leauc her fir,for by the powre that made m?, 
j fC llyou all her wealth. For you greaj; King* ; 
j^ould not from yourloue make fuch a firay, 
Xc match you where 1 hatejthcrefore befeechyou 
f auertyour liking a more worthier way^ . 
^ esl o'.i a wretch whom Nature isalhaoTd 
^[moft ^acknowledge hers. 

frA. This is moft Hrangc, 
That flie whom euen but now^vai your obieft, 
Xhe argument of your praile,balrneof your age t 
fhebeftjthe deereft,ftiould in this trice of time 
Cafomic a thing fo monftrous,to difmantle 
So many folds offauour:lure her offence 
[Jaft beoffuch vnnaturall degree? 
yhathionfters it ; Or your fore-voucht affeftion 
fall into taint j which to beleeue of her 
gu8 be a faith that reafoa withous miracle 
Should neuer plant m mc. 

Cor. I yet befecchyour Maicfty a 
jfforl want that glib andoylic Art, 
'[o fpeake and purpofc not,fincc what I will intend^ 
He iot before I fpeakc^thatyoti oaakeknowni? 
Itis no vicious blotjmurtherjOr fouleneffc, 
f^ovnehafteaiiion or diflionoured ftep 
That hath depriu'd rue ofyour Grace and fauour s 
But cuen for want of thatjfor which I £ed richer, 
A ftiil foliciting eye,and fuch a tongue* 
jbac I am glad 1 haue nor , though not to haue it, 
Hath loft mc in your liking. 

Lear, Better thou had'li * 
Not bcene borne^then not t haue plc^s'd me better* 

}r*. Isitbut :his A tardineffe in nature^ 
Which often leaucs thehifiory vnfpoke 
That it intends to do : my Lord of Bptrgtmify, 
What fay you to the Lady ? Loue's not ioue 
When >c i* mingled with regavds,that ftands 
Aioofefrom th'intite pointy will you haue her ? 
She ishcrfelfe a Dowrie t 

*Bnr. RoyallKingj 
Giue but that portion which your felfe proposed, 
And here I take f&rdetia by the hand, 
Duccheffe of Unrgtmik • 
Lear. Nothing,! haue fworne,1 3tn ffrme« 
2?»fr. I am forry then you haue fo loft a Father, 
That y on muftloofc a husband* 

Cor, Peace be with f Bsirgtmdie f 
Since that refpeft and Fortunes arc his Ioue, 
I thall not be his wift. ^ 

¥ra 9 Fair eft Cordelia art moft rich being poo re, 
Moftchoife forfaken,aud moft lou'd defpis'd. 
Thee and thy venues here I feize vpon, 
Be it Uwftill I rake vp wbaVs caft away* 
GotU^Gods i Ti s ftr^ngc s thac from their co!d*ft negie^ 
My Loue fhould kindle to enflam'd refpeft. 
Thy do wrekffe Daughter King, throwne to my chance, 
h Quecnc of^s.of ours, and out (mtWtmci* 
Not all the Dukes of wattifli Burgundy^ 

buy this vnpn-z'd precious Maid of me, 
Bidthem farewell C^f//^thpugh vnkinde. 
Thou loofcft here a better where to finde^ 

Lwr % Thou haft her FfrntiMk her be thinc/or we 
Ha<re no fuch Daughter,nor fiiall euer fee 
That faccofhcrsagaiiie,thcrforebe gone, 
Without om Grace 3 our Loue.ourBenboti : 


Come Noble 'Burgwdit* Ifourtfh* Extant. 
*^Fra> Bid faiwcli to your Sifters. 

Cor, The Jewels of our Father^with waft/d eic s 
Cordeitalzints you, I know you what you arc, 
And like a Sifter am moft loth to call 
Your faults as they arc named* Loue well our Father: 
To yQurprofeffcd bofomes I commit hioi a 
But yet alas,ftood I within bis Grace^ 
i would prefer him to a better plac^ 
So farewell to you both, 

Regn. Prcfcnbe not vs our dutieo 
Gon. Letyourftudy 
Be to content your Lord,who hath rcceiu'd you 
At Fortunes aimes.you haue obedience fcanced^ 
And well are worth the want thae you haue wa"ted s 

Cor* Time fhalS vnfold what plighted cunning hides ? 
Who couers faults^at lait wuhfhamc derides: 
Weil may yoti profper* 

Fra* Come my f air e Cordelia > Fxit France a^d Car * 
Go*. Siftcr,it is not little I haue to fay, 
Of what molt neerely appertaincs to vs both, 
1 thioke our Father w ill hence to night. (with vs. 

Reg. That's moft certainejand withyou: next moncth 
G&n 9 You fee how full of changes his age i% the ob- 
fer«3tion we haue made of it hath becne licdcihealwaies 
lou d our Sifter moft^and with what poorc iudgement he 
hath now caft her off } appeares ioo groffely. 

Reg* Tis the infirmny of his age.yet he hath euer but 
flendedy fenowne htmfclfe, 

Gatf, Ths?beft and ibundeft of his time hath bin but 
rafh^th^nmuft weiooke from his age, to receiucnot a- 
lone the imperfeditons of]or>g ingisffcd condition, bur 
therewithal! the vnruly way-wardneirc^thnt infirmc and 
cholerickeyeares bring with them, 

Reg. Such vneonfUnt fiarts ate wc like to h^uc from 
him^s this of Kents banifhn^ent. 

gun. There h further complement of leaoe-taking be- 
tweeue francs zxii hi d>, pray you let vs fit together, if our 
Father carry authority with fuch difpofition as he beares, 
thisjaft furrender of his will but offend vs. 
Reg. We (ball further thinke ofit. 
Cm* We muft do fomething,and i'th' hcate* Exeunt. 


Seem Secunda. 


Enter Eafiard. 
*Bafl« Thou Nature art my Goddcffc^o thy Law 
My fouiccs are boon d,w her efore (iiould I 
Stand in the plague of cu ft ome,and permit 
The curioiuy of Nations, to dtpriue me? 
For that I am fome twcIue,or fourteene Moondines 
Lag of a Brother ? Why Bafiard ? Wherefore bale ? 
Whcnjny Dimenftons are as well compaft* 
My mihdeas generous^andmy ffcapeas true 
As honeft Madams ifftie ? Why brand they vs 
With Bafe ? With bafen? s Batftadic ? Bafr, Bafc? 
Who in the luftie ftealth ofNature^uke 
More competition, and fierce quslitic,, 
Then doth within 3 dull flale tyred bed 
Goe to th creating a whole tribe of Fops 
Got'twcenc a fleepc^nd wa ke ? Well tbcfij 
Legi timate Edgar H muft haue y our land, 
Our Farhers loue,is to theBaftard£Am< 
As to thlegitiottie : fine word ; Legitimate, 

*1 q 3 Well 


